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What is digital  health 
rhetoric?
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Why 

should 

you 

care?

How 

does it 

work?

What is 

digital 

health 

rhetoric?



ñThe duty and office of 

rhetoric is to apply reason 

to imagination for the 

better moving of the will.ò 

- Francis Bacon
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The 6 As of Rhetorical 

Analysis
1. Attention

2. Absence

3. Appearance

4. Audience

5. Articulation

6. Argument

Not just what is written, but how it is written 

and delivered.
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Centers for 

Disease 

Control and 

Prevention

World Health 

Organization

Scholarly 

Journals

National 

Institutes of 

Health

Personal 

Blogs
Instagram Facebook Twitter

National 

Academy of 

Medicine

Medline

Plus
Mayo Clinic

National 

Academy of 

Sciences

WebMD Reddit Yelp
Consumer 

Reports

8 Digital Health Sources



Authoritative 

Sources

Evidence from 

journal articles

Academic 

researchers

Graphs and 

tables

Non-

Authoritative 

Sources

Evidence from 

personal stories

Healthcare 

providers

Infographics
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Example #1: 

CDC Website

For a closer look:

https://www.cdc.g

ov/lyme/index.ht

ml
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Example #2:

Jemsek 

Specialty Clinic

For a closer look:

http://jemsekspeci

alty.com/


